SPIRITISM                                  185

as she carefully avoided notoriety, they never came
under public notice. Her husband implicitly and
always followed the directions given her through her
demon.

In one of the social gatherings which grew out of
the study of spiritism was a lady who, like myself,
was a convinced believer in the reality of the phe-
nomena, but skeptical as to the value and personal
origin of the communications made in the " circles."
Her daughter, a child of seven, was in fact a hyp-
notic clairvoyant of singular lucidity, and my bro-
ther, Dr. Jacob Stillman, obtained from the mother
permission to have a private seance, only the mother
and child, the doctor, and myself being present. I
hypnotized the girl Fanny, and when she opened
her eyes in the hypnotic state the doctor made the
usual tests for coma, exposing the eyes to the sud-
den glare of a brilliant light, sticking pins into her
flesh, and so forth, and pronounced the coma abso-
lute when, as he stuck a pin in her arm, she spoke,
saying, " I would n't do that, it might hurt Fanny !"
I asked if she felt it, and she replied, "She does
not feel it now, but she might when she wakes."
"But who are you?" I asked. She replied, " Oh,
don't you know? I am Dora." The mother in-
formed us that a young playmate of Fanny's, whose
name was Dora Greenleaf, had died some months
previously, and that the impersonation through
Fanny was always in that name.

The physical test being declared conclusive by the
doctor, I asked " Dora " to tell me if there was any" not dreamed of in our philosophy," but,at the writer was not spiritisticit at anyhed to devote myself.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